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country in which one must believe and on which one must lay
one's hopes, because everything is done there by even-body for
the well-being of all.
FRANS MASEREEL : A Message to the
Communist Party, 1937.
Power is concentrated in the hands of a body of men and women
wholly consecrated to the service of the community, precluded
from using the power to obtain money for themselves, trained
from youth up to regard the interests of the future as superior to
those of the present, pledged to go anywhere and to do anything
for the sake of the new world which they are building. They
remind one of Plato's Guardians in the Republic. They know
whither they are going: and are confident that they can lead
mankind out of the morass of self-frustration in which we wallow.
They discipline themselves most strictly, and live strenuous
puritanical lives. They sacrifice their own comfort and well-
being ruthlessly, as in the matter of giving the best food to the
children, and in that of the feeding of hand-workers on a scale far
beyond that employed for brain-workers. Throughout Russia
the Party membership forms the steel-framework of the Bolshevik
system.                            JOHN S. HOYLAND : The New Russia.
All our lives we have suffered much at the hands of the State
that has been against us, against our conscience, against the
rational idea of justice, and humanism.
And then a State arises which has as its aim that of which we
have always dreamed, namely, to convert people into rational
beings who work communally for the sake of the happiness of
each, and who strive to make each more elevated and better, in a
society which is constantly being perfected. The consciousness
that such a state exists makes one happy. Many who live on the
earth are saved from despair by the hope that their own country
will one day follow this example.
The existence of the Soviet Union and its example save people
the thought of the need to turn their backs on living realities.
We are not living in a world of fantasy, our duty is to watch
living realities and the facts of human life.
A few days ago I saw on the first page- of a magazine in which